Discussion
In a previous communication [ 1 ] we have reported the absolute structure of 7-p-bromobenzoyl-7-deacetylazorellanol determined by combination of spectroscopic and single crystal X-ray diffraction analysis. 7-Deacetylazorellanol has the molecular formula C20H34O2 and possesses a tricyclic carbon skeleton, with a six-member ring (A) with a methylene bridge between C(9) and C( 12). It also has a six membered ring (B) fused to a five ring (C), the methyl substituents at C(5) and C(8) are axial on one side of molecule, and the hydroxyl group at C( 13) is axially disposed on the other side. The isopropyl substituent and the hydroxyl group at C(7) are equatorially bonded to the molecule. The ring A is in a distorted half-chair conformation with C(9) deviate for the plane defined by C(8), C(12), C(13) and C(15) -0.35 A, as compared to 0.49 A and 0.70 A for C( 14) and C( 11). This flattening of the ring A is essentially determined by the presence of C( 11) bonded to C(9) and C( 12) to form a cyclopropane ring, that tends to constrain half of the ring to a planar arrangement. The cyclohexane ring Β adopts a twist boat conformation and the five member ring C is an envelope. The torsional angles of ring A and Β are about the common C(8)-C(9) bond are 126.2° and 131.5°, whereas those ofring Β and C about C(5) and C(10) are 168.8° and 179.6°. 
